
 

 
October 21, 2018 Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time Lectionary: 146 Gospel MK 10:35-45 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said to him, "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we 
ask of you."  He replied, "What do you wish me to do for you?"  They answered him, "Grant that in your glory we may sit 
one at your right and the other at your left."  Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking.  Can you drink 
the cup that I drink or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?"  They said to him, "We can."  Jesus said 
to them, "The cup that I drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to 
sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give but is for those for whom it has been prepared."  When the ten heard this, 
they became indignant at James and John.  Jesus summoned them and said to them, "You know that those who are 
recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones make their authority over them felt. But it 
shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be 
first among you will be the slave of all.  For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as 
a ransom for many." 

 
Spiritual Reflection: 
It seems that in every cop show there is eventually an episode in which the main character agrees to become a bad guy’s 
hostage if the bad guy agrees to let the other hostages go free.  Jesus knows that He is willing to exchange His life for 
ours.  James and John want the glory of being the hero but they are not yet ready to offer their lives for others.  The 
important thing is that one day they will be ready.  Where we are in our faith life today is not the end of the story. 
Spiritual Questions: 
1.  Why do you think John and James want to seek thrones of power? 
2.  Why is God’s way so different than that of humans? 
3.  Where do you want to be in your faith journey next week at this time? 
4.  How are you going to let God bring that about in you? 
5.  Are you ready to give your life as a ransom for any?   
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